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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK

Andrew Dickinson

                              
Dear all

Last week, we held our Governing Council AGM. It was really great to 
see so many parents in attendance and we are pleased to announce 
that we have a full complement of parent representative on our council. 

Our STEM Works development continues and we are hopeful that the 
first phase, in Building 4, will be ready in about 10 weeks’ time. This is 
the biggest part of the project and will bring new classrooms for teach-
ing STEM subjects across the whole school. It will also provide two 
large “maker spaces” allowing students to experiment and prototype 
designs incorporating 3D printers and CNC machines. From there the 
project will move onto our Science labs providing a much needed re-
furbishment.

Also on the go are the new facilities for our Special Classes and the 
new Disability Unit. There have been a few setbacks over this term 
but we are confident that everyone, including the Junior Primary and 
Primary Special Classes, will be in their new areas at the start of next 
term. The new Junior Primary and Primary Special Classes will be con-
ducting transition visits in the last week of this term.

With all this work happening, it is critical that we don’t lose sight of our 
two focus areas of attendance and reading. To this end, on our last 
student free day we focused on professional learning in the area of 
reading across the whole school. 

For young people to become, and participate as, active and informed 
citizens and successful lifelong learners, literacy competency and con-
sequently reading is now more important than ever before. We are sur-
rounded by and live in a world of written communication. To be able to 
access, use and act upon that written communication and truly have a 
voice, citizens need to be able to read well, understand what they are 
reading and be able to critically analyse and reflect on what they have 
read. Being able to read proficiently and being motivated to do so are 
vital to supporting and enhancing other learning in all areas of school 
and beyond. The Australian Curriculum acknowledges this by provid-
ing a literacy continuum that incorporates and accentuates the specific 
reading demands across and within the curriculum areas.

       cont.......



PRINCIPAL’S REPORT cont....
Reading is about making meaning and communicating. Making meaning helps readers make 
emotional connections. Communicating helps readers play a central role in human and social 
interaction. The ability to read allows people the opportunity to participate as global citizens, having 
power and influence within their world.
As our students move through the school, being able to access the curriculum is fundamental to 
their progress. To access the curriculum at the appropriate year level, students need the appropriate 
level of reading ability. Reading is fundamental to our improvement agenda to give our students the 
tools they need to be successful in education and their careers.

Andrew Dickinson 

JUNIOR SCHOOL

It is hard to believe that we are coming to the end of our first term of school!
Staff and students are really looking forward to our first 2018 Junior School Disco on Friday 6th 
April.
Our Disco flyer has been sent home with details regarding times and cost.
Reception- Year 3: 5pm- 6pm  Year 3- 6: 6.15pm – 7.30pm
As we have two Year 3 classes we are offering them a choice of attending the earlier or later 
session. 
We will have lots of games and prizes to give away on the night, along with lucky dips, face painting 
and snacks for sale.
Tickets are available for purchase from our Front Office for $5 ( includes a drink and packet of 
chips).  We hope to see many happy faces attending this fun event!

Our Sports Day was a great success! We were all very thankful that the weather was kind to us on 
the day. It was great to see the participation level of our children. They showed great sportsmanship, 
tried their best in all events and ultimately had loads of fun.  It was fabulous to see so many adults 
join us for the day. A huge thank you to the Sports Day committee, in particular Alan Brooks, 
for organising a terrific day. Thanks also to Leanne Conway, Sarah Baldwin and Grant Buik for 
outstanding skills at cooking our special sausage sizzle lunch. It was great to receive lots of positive 
comments from parents and students about the day. We look forward to many more community 
events throughout the year.

We have now celebrated two Junior School assemblies. Assemblies are run by our SLC students 
and three classes are rostered to showcase their learning. In addition to this we acknowledge 
individual achievements with school value awards- Respect, Generosity and Excellence. This year 
we are sending parents a text message to let them know that their child is receiving an award 
prior to the day. Thank you to the parents who have been able to join us for this celebration. 
Congratulations to the children who have received a Junior School award so far!
Week 8 Interviews
Thank you to the many parents who were able to book a time to meet with their child’s teacher. It 
was a great opportunity to share information and discuss current goals. If you were unable to make 
a time, I would encourage you to speak to your child’s teacher. They are always willing to meet with 
you at a more convenient time.
Thank you to all of our families for your ongoing support. 

Julie Stockdale - Junior School Head



MIDDLE SCHOOL

AMAZING SCIENCE !

Students from Ms 
DeOliviera’s Year 8 

science class recently 
created these fantastic 
examples of plant cells, 
some were even from 

edible items!

The last few weeks have been an eventful time in the Middle School. It was great to see so many Middle 
School Students participating and having a great time at our recent Sports Day. Tug of War and the 4WD 
pull were really popular and it was exciting to see new records being set.  
All Year 8 students participated in a Study Skills sessions, presented by Elevate Education.  The presenters 
were engaging and helped the students develop strategies to help them manage their studies in their first 
Year of Secondary School.  Students learned how to take notes accurately and how to create planners to 
help them manage their time better.  Feedback from the sessions was very positive and it has been pleasing 
to see some students using their newly developed skills.
Year 8 Students and Year 9 Drama Students watched a performance by Brainstorm Productions called 
the ‘Hurting Game’.This play was designed to help students see some of the implications of bullying and 
harassment online, at school or in the community.  Teachers will follow up on this performance with lessons 
on similar issues during extended Home Care.  
On Tuesday next week, Year 7 students will head off on their Aquatics Adventure! The bus will depart school 
at 8:15 for a day of action and adventure on the water. They will return to school at approximately 5:30.
Teachers are busily writing reports and all Middle School Students have been reminded regularly to ensure 
that they have all assessment tasks submitted.  Parent Teacher Interviews will be held in Week 2 of Term 2 
and it would be great to see as many parents or carers on this night as possible.

Liz Rankin - Middle School Head



SPORTS DAY 2018



SPORTS DAY 2018

Tutoring
A reminder that Tutoring for all subjects is 
available on Tuesday afternoons in 1C:5 

and Wednesday lunchtimes in 1C:4.



SENIOR SCHOOL

In Year 10 art this term we have been learning to draw portraits. The first three weeks were 
dedicated   to becoming familiar with using the correct proportions of a face to create the correct 
outcome. Then we used this knowledge and coloured pencils to render a person’s face on brown 
paper. The combination of coloured pencils and paint gives the portrait a more realistic effect with 
the eyes, skin and hair. Our last practical portrait task was to draw profiles of different races and 
cultures as a display for Harmony Day on the 21st of March, I think it made a wonderful display. 
Harmony Day- Everyone belongs.

Tom Douventzidis – Art Teacher

HARMONY DAY ARTWORK

Leadership Summit

Year 12 students Isabella and Sebastian recently attended the National Student Leadership 
Summit at St Peters College.  The National Student Leadership Summit was uniquely tailored for 
young leaders with the objective to harness the creativity and energy of student leaders across the 
country.  It contained a mixture of workshops and applied learning.  The outcomes of the summit 
were:
• Each student’s personal leadership style will be enhanced and accelerated.
• Increased self-awareness as a leader.
• Strategies to foster positive and transparent relationships with others.
• Methods for critical decision making.
• A heightened awareness of a moral compass as well as the leadership opportunities that lie 
ahead.

This summit provided a great opportunity for two of our student leaders to represent themselves 
and the school.  

Derek Slater - Senior School Head



MIDDLE/SENIOR SCHOOL

GDC SPECIALIST BASEBALL PROGRAM 

CALL FEROS CARE TODAY TO FIND OUT MORE         1300 986 970
or visit our website: www.feroscare.com.au/ndis

NEED HELP WITH YOUR NDIS PLAN?

SESSION TIMES:   No appointment necessary

THURSDAY 5 APRIL 10.00–11.30am

THURSDAY 12 APRIL 10.00–11.30am

THURSDAY 19 APRIL 10.00–11.30am

THURSDAY 26 APRIL 10.00–11.30am

WHERE:

FEROS CARE LAC OFFICE, BAROSSA
Unit 3, Level 1, 83–85 Murray Street, Gawler
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The Feros Care LAC team will be holding 

information sessions each Thursday in April, 

to help NDIS participants get the most from 

their NDIS plan.

Meet with our friendly Local Area Coordinators 

for information and support with:

   Implementing your plan

   Understanding your budget

   Using your funding

Let us answer your questions.

The GDC Giants!

An initiative of our HPE Coordinator Ash Dearlove, the baseball program is off to a roaring start. 
Having recently been awarded a $50,000 grant from the government, work has begun on a baseball 
diamond on our school grounds. Recent participation numbers have swelled to nearly 50 students, 
separated into two classes, an advanced class and a class for students new to the sport. Our 
program is directly supported and associated with our local community baseball team the Gawler 
Rangers.

American Billy Vincent, with a wealth of baseball knowledge and experience, having coached na-
tional teams throughout Europe in the 1990s has come on board to lead the program. We have re-
cently purchased over $2,000 worth of baseball gear and team hats and t-shirts have been ordered.

The specialist baseball program is open to all students Years 8 and up. We will be competing in a 
number of tournaments this year, as well as hosting our own for the Year 7s and our primary feeder 
schools. We will eventually be erecting a building next to our diamond which will provide an area for 
storage, a locker room and an area to work on our theory work.

Coach Vincent is currently in the process of applying for several more grants and we will be upgrad-
ing our field as we move forward. These are exciting times for the GDC Giants and we hope to see 
you out at the field to support us when the tournaments begin.

Coach V.

        

        



CANTEEN & QKR APP
A friendly reminder that you can order daily lunches from 
Rorys who manage our Canteen via the QKR app. It’s a 
convenient way for you to order and pay by 9.30am each day.
Look up the website at http://rorys.com.au?school-lunches/
and further information is available on our school website
http://gdc.sa.edu.au/parentinfo.htm

SCHOOL COMMUNITY

  
  

 

   

 

 
 
 

Tips for easing kids into Outside School Hours Care 
 

Attending Outside School Hours Care for the first time can be an overwhelming experience for children, particularly 
if they are also settling into the new school year.  

To help your child feel comfortable in the program, we thought we’d share a few tips to help make the transition as 
seamless as possible.  

1. We welcome you to drop by and visit us in program. You’ll meet the team and find out what kinds of 
activities your child can look forward to in session.  

2. If your child is nervous about attending the program for the first time, let the Camp Australia Team know. We 

want to help ensure your child feels as comfortable as possible.  

3. If there is something in particular your child would like to see, play, or do in Outside School Hours Care, we 

welcome you or your child to let us know.   

 

 
 

 
Program details 

We’re here to make Outside School Hours Care the best experience possible for your child.  

To find out more about our program, view fees and to register visit www.campaustralia.com.au    

 
We look forward to seeing you and your family soon. 

From the Team at Camp Australia Team. 

 

Gawler Hockey 
Club 

RECRUITING NOW

Junior & Senior Players  

No experience necessary – The club 
is registered in the sport vouchers 

program.

FREE Come’n’try Evening for 
Juniors (5-12 year olds):

Wed 21st & 28th March 2018 5-6pm

Karbeethan Reserve

Angle Vale Road Evanston Gdns

For more information please visit

our website

 www.Gawlerhockeyclub.com

or contact Lisa Johnson 
0419 110 725



SCHOOL COMMUNITY
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